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Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 02 February 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-8, 10-12. 14-21 and 25 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

2. Claims 1-8, 10-12, and 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over WO 01/25077 (Shinozaki et al.) in view of Azuhata. Shinozaki et al. 
shows an adhesive tape attaching jig for continuous attachment of adhesive tape, T, to 
the shape of a long object, the jig comprising: a tape holder, 12, which receives and 
holds the adhesive tape; a tape attacher, 9, which contact bonds the adhesive tape onto 
the tape attachment surface, F; and a jig guide, 1 1 b, 1 1 c, which continuously guides the 
attaching jig along the object wherein the tape holder and said jig guide member each 
comprise an adjustable mechanism, spring 7 and unmarked spring inside element 4a, 
respectively. Shinozaki et al. fails to show a third adjustable mechanism for the tape 
attacher. 

Azuhata also shows an adhesive tape attaching jig for continuous attachment of 
adhesive tape to the shape of a long object wherein the tape attacher, 12, is connected 
to an adjustable mechanism, 25, (column 6, lines 8-16) thereby allowing the tape 
attacher to match the width of the adhesive tape or object even when the width of the 
object is continuously increased and decreased (column 4, lines 18-27). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add 
the adjustable mechanism of Azuhata to the tape attacher of Shinozaki et aL because 
Azuhata teaches that this additional adjustable mechanism allows proper placement of 
tape on long objects with variable width. 

As to Claim 2, Azuhata discloses an adhesive tape attaching jig (Figure 3) 
wherein the adjustable mechanism of the tape holder (11) and the adjustable 
mechanism of the tape attacher (12) are the same mechanism (20, 25). 

Regarding claims 3, 10, and 1 1 , Shinozaki et al. shows the tape attaching jig to 
have an adjustable mechanism, 7, which allows adjustment of the positional relationship 
between the tape attacher, 9, and both the object, F, and jig guide member, 11b, 11c 
(See Fig. 2). 

Regarding claims 4 and 12, each adjustable mechanism is a slide mechanism 
provided with energizing means comprising springs. 

As to Claims 5, 14, 15, and 16 Azuhata discloses an adhesive tape attaching jig 
(Figure 3) wherein the tape attacher (12) has at least one attachment head comprising a 
cylindrical member. 

As to Claims 6, 17, 18, 19, and 20, Azuhata discloses an adhesive tape attaching 
jig (Figures 3 and 7) wherein the attaching jig (10) is suitable for the attachment of 
adhesive tape (Ta) in a manner conforming to the shape and/or size of a long object (3) 
extending in the longitudinal direction and having a varying shape and/or size on the 
tape attachment surface (4) along its length. 
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As to Claims 7 and 21 , Azuhata discloses an adhesive tape attaching jig (Figure 
7) which is suitable for attaching an adhesive film (Ta) for an automobile sash frame (3). 

As to Claim 8, Azuhata discloses an adhesive tape attaching jig (Figure 7) 
wherein the tape holder (1 1) comprises an adjustable mechanism (20, 25) for matching 
the width of the adhesive tape. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 25 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed February 2, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues that the references do not show the jig guide 
member adjustable mechanism and the tape holder adjustable mechanism to be 
different mechanisms. Although Azuhata does show the jig guide adjustable 
mechanism, the tape holder adjustable mechanism, and the tape attacher adjustable 
mechanism to each be the same device, the primary reference to Shinozaki et al. shows 
the tape holder adjustable mechanism and jig guide adjustable mechanism to be 
separate devices. Combining the teachings of Azuhata into the apparatus of Shinozaki 
et al. would merely add a tape attacher adjustable mechanism, not change the 
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orientation of existing parts in Shinozaki et al. such that the jig guide adjustable 
mechanism and tape holder adjustable mechanism were the same device. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark A. Osele whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1235. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Fiorilla can be reached on 571-272-1 187. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). * 



Conclusion 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 

March 19, 2006 



